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• IAFI supported DOT in the ITU PP-22 elections of Ms. Revathi as member of Radio 
Regulations  Board and India as member of the administrative council of the ITU by:
• Canvassing support at the APT preparatory meeting  for PP-22 by organizing India reception in Bangkok
• Canvassing support at the PP-22 Romania by organizing India reception with MOS-C
• Supported India delegation in achieving India’s objectives as well helped organizing the India reception at the WTDC in Kigali

• IAFI participated in WTSA conference in Geneva and helped India get a post of 
chairmanship of SG11.

• IAFI undertook a project for a consumer study of 6GHz Wi-Fi  that was funded by our 
members as well as by the 6USC group.
• The study was done by CUTS International (Consumer Unity & Trust Society) (https://cuts-international.org/)

• IAFI has introduced weekly reports to all members covering the activities of the 
society on a weekly basis. These include media stories, events organized by IAFI, 
consultations responded and contributions from to ITU and APT

Highlights of the year 2022-23

https://cuts-international.org/


ITU’s new elected officials

• Secretary-General: Doreen Bogdan-Martin
• Deputy Secretary-General: Tomas Lamanauskas
• Director of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau: Mario Maniewicz
• Director of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau: Seizo Onoe
• Director of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau: Cosmas Zavazava



Opening of the Area Office and Innovation Centre  in New 
Delhi, India

The new Area Office provides an expanded  
presence for ITU to promote tech and  
sustainable development in South Asia.

Inauguration of the ITU Area Office for South Asia  and Innovation Centre in New Delhi 
on 22 March 2023.

https://ch.linkedin.com/company/international-telecommunication-union?trk=public_post-text


• IAFI joined hands with 6USC companies (Apple, Qualcomm, Meta-Facebook, 
Broadcom, Intel, HP) to help build a national momentum of various stakeholders to 
encourage the government, both at bureaucratic and political levels to open 6GHz 
frequency bands for a license exempt use in India and other Asian Countries. The 
project was funded by 6USC.

• As a part of this project:
• IAFI set up to support this project and monthly review meetings were held with the stakeholders.
• IAFI organised a series of events focussed on 6 GHz
• As agreed with 6USC, we contacted with CUTS International (Consumer Unity & Trust Society) to 

carry out evidence-based consumer research/study   to address use cases and the utility of 
unlicensed 6 GHz spectrum from a consumer perspective. The research will also include a study 
proposal to highlight the current internet landscape while making a case for assessing the 
unlicensed  spectrum needs in India. (expected completion March 31, 2023).

• The Report of CUTS has been received and the project has been completed.

6 GHz Wi-Fi Study Project



Background on CUTS

• CUTS International (Consumer Unity & Trust Society) is an NGO working for 
the welfare of consumers, from the grassroots to the international level since 
1983. They are well recognized and respected in India. 

• In the early 1990s, when the Uruguay Round discussions were at a peak, 
CUTS expanded into trade and development. This lead to substantial growth, 
as very few NGOs in the South were grappling with these new issues of 
globalisation and liberalisation.

• Over time CUTS has expanded to include South-
South co-operation, to share skills etc. and have 
now acquired the status of an international 
NGO, with five overseas centres outside India.



About IAFI

• IAFI has set up an exclusive cell to support this project from November 1, 2022.
• IAFI has entered into an agreement with CUTS to carry out evidence-based consumer research/study to 

address use cases and the utility of unlicensed 6 GHz spectrum from a consumer perspective. See 
separate presentation on the current status of this study.

• IAFI is organizing a special session on WiFi at the India Spectrum Management Conference ISMC-2022 
with the high-level regulators and Ministry officials.

• IAFI has already conducted a workshop commemorating the World Wi-Fi Day on June 20, 2022.  
• Based on our lobby with India’s DOT including IAFI meeting with India’s Minister of State for 

Communications, DOT has now set up a committee to conduct an in-depth study and analysis and report 
regarding the feasibility of delicensing of 6GHz band

• IAFI’s proposal to ITU-T to create a new technical Report or Recommendation on “Assessment of 
Economic impact of unlicensed Local Area Networks on consumers in Asia and Oceania” has been 
accepted by the ITU.

• IAFI’s proposal for creation of a New Task Group in the APT AWG for study on RLANs has been accepted 
and IAFI President has been nominated to Chair this group.

• IAFI’s proposal to ITU-D on a case study of Wi-Fi in India has been accepted by SG1.

Current Project Status



IAFI continued to organize National and International events to 
support IAFI members and DOT

S.No Event Name Date

1 Annual Dinner Reception 16/03/22

2 4th National Preparatory workshop for WRC-23 25/05/22

3 India Dinner Reception in Bangkok 03/08/22

4 Workshop on Green Telecom 06/07/22

5 World Wi-Fi Day 20/06/22

6 National Workshop on Spectrum and Regulatory Issues in Preparations for WRC-23 12/09/22

7 PP-22 Dinner Reception in Bucharest 25/09/22

8 19th AGM & Annual Dinner 28/10/22

9 2nd India Spectrum Management Conference 6-7 Dec-22

10 5th National Preparatory Workshop for WRC-23 14/02/23



Increased membership in IAFI activities

• Present total Corporate members  =  22 
• New corporates added in 2022-23  = 4

• Present total Individual members  = 130
• New individual members added in FY22-23 = 14



Increased IAFI work in ITU and APT Activities

ITU-R 
Activities

WP5D WP5A/B/C WP4A/B/C

ITU-T 
activities WTSA SG3-RG-AO SG-20

ITU-D 
activities

Disaster 
Management WTDC

SG-1

APT 
Activities AWG APG/WRC ASTAP/WTSA PRF/SATRC/

SG Plenipotentiary Elections



Key WRC-23 AGENDA items on which IAFI is working 
during 20-23 Study Period

• New Spectrum agenda for 6G agenda for WRC-27
•  Earth stations in motion (ESIM) – Conditions to be further defined for non- 

geostationary space stations 
• NGSO Regulations, including satellite to satellite communications
• High-altitude IMT base stations (HIBS) –  The use of high-altitude platform 

stations as IMT base stations (HIBS) in the mobile service in certain frequency 
bands below 2.7 GHz already identified for IMT, 

• Protecting satellites and Wi-Fi in 6 GHz in India
• Promoting 4.9 GHz for Industrial 5G
• Regulatory issues  such as 9.1 C and 21.5



Glimpses of CUTS study



Understanding Consumer Perspectives on the 6 GHz Band:  
Key Findings & Recommendations for the Way Forward



Consumer Explainer on Unlicensed 
Spectrum and Wi-Fi 6E

International Comparative 
Paper

To understand and highlight:
• Consumer perspectives regarding challenges &  

concerns  arising from broadband services
operating in the existing bands

• Consumer preferences, possible benefits & future  
expectations from 6 GHz band

Project 
Background

5

Previous  
Outputs

https://cuts-ccier.org/pdf/bp-consumer-explainer-on-unlicensed-spectrum.pdf
https://cuts-ccier.org/pdf/bp-consumer-explainer-on-unlicensed-spectrum.pdf
https://cuts-ccier.org/pdf/research-report-examining-wi-fi-6e-for-india.pdf
https://cuts-ccier.org/pdf/research-report-examining-wi-fi-6e-for-india.pdf


In-person In-depth Discussion Details

1
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Wi-Fi Penetration  
&

Access
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Wi-Fi Connections at Home52% 48%Have Don’t
have

Rural perspective : (i) Lack of awareness; (ii) Lack of  
availability; (iii) Costly (Double expense for Wi-Fi & data)

Urban perspective: Office goers access Wi-Fi in office
11

Chittorgarh, Rajasthan

Mendori, Madhya
Pradesh

Kolkata, West Bengal

Kolkata, West Bengal

Majority respondents have Wi-Fi. After interactions with those who do not have Wi-Fi, two perspectives emerged:



Perceptions on  
Public Wi-Fi & PM-  

Wani scheme

229
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